
 
 
 

Memorandum Micro #253 
 
 
To: UNC Medical Center Attending Physicians, Housestaff,  Nursing 

Coordinators,Department Heads and Supervisors 
 
From:  Herbert C. Whinna, MD, PhD 

Medical Director, McLendon Clinical Laboratories 
 

Melissa B. Miller, PhD 
Director, Microbiology and Molecular Microbiology Laboratories 
 

Date:    November 21, 2025 
 
Subject:  Rapid Testing on Positive Blood Cultures for Yeast 
 

Effective December 1, 2025, the UNC Medical Center Clinical Microbiology Laboratory will begin 
using an assay that rapidly identifies multiple yeast species from positive blood cultures 
(DiaSorin Liaison Plex, Yeast Blood Culture Assay, BC-Y).  Details on this assay can be found 
online at BC-Y Test Information. The BC-Y assay is FDA-cleared and will identify:  
 
Candida albicans Candida keyfr 
Candida auris Candida krusei 
Candida dublinensis Candida lipolytica 
Candida famata Candida lusitaniae 
Candida glabrata Candida parapsilosis 
Candida guilliermondii Candida tropicalis 
Candida haemulonii/duobushaemulonii Cryptococcus neoformans/gattii 

  
Testing will be performed automatically on positive blood cultures with a Gram stain of yeast.  
Results will be available in EPIC ~3 hours after the Gram stain result. Culture confirmation and 
susceptibility testing will still be performed per routine laboratory protocol.   
 
Additional information can be found on the McLendon Clinical Laboratories website: Blood 
Culture Information.  
 
Questions not answered by the website can be directed to the Clinical Microbiology Laboratory 
at 984-974-1805 or Dr. Melissa Miller at melissa.miller@unchealth.unc.edu. 

https://us.diasorin.com/en/molecular-diagnostics/kits-reagents/liaison-plex-yeast-blood-culture-assay
https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/mclendon-clinical-laboratories/available-tests/culture-blood/
https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/mclendon-clinical-laboratories/available-tests/culture-blood/
mailto:melissa.miller@unchealth.unc.edu

