MEMORANDUM #4

TO: UNCHCS Attending Physicians, Housestaff, Nursing Coordinator, Department Heads, and
Supervisors

FROM: //7/K/8YIichole Korpi-Steiner, PhD, DABCC
Director, Point of Care Testing
Director, Ambulatory Care Center Lab and POCT

(J/C%erald Hladik, MD

Chief, Division of Nephrology and Hypertension
Director, Nephrology Training Program

HH |isa Learning, MT (ASCP)
Assistant Administrative Director, McLendon Labs Outreach and POCT

-
M yersert C. Whinna, MD, PhD
Medical Director, McLendon Clinical Laboratories

SUBJECT: Discontinuation of Urine Sulfosalicylic Acid (SSA) Testing

DATE: June 15, 2017

Effective July 1st, 2017, urine sulfosalicylic acid (SSA) testing will be discontinued at UNC Medical Center, Hospital-
based clinics and Faculty-based practices. This change is in recognition of recent 2012 KDIGO Clinical Practice
Guideline which recommends a urine albumin:creatinine ratio or urine protein:creatinine ratio as initial testing for
proteinuria (1). Urine SSA testing for proteinuria has become obsolete, as current dipsticks have higher sensitivity
for albuminuria (2). If non-albumin proteinuria is suspected, more specific quantitative or semi-quantitative tests
(e.g. urine protein electrophoresis and immunofixation for monoclonal proteinuria, with or without concomitant
serum free light chain analysis) may be ordered to further characterize the proteinuria (3).

In order to facilitate timely transition, point of care testing personnel will remove and safely discard any SSA
reagent in point of care testing areas.

If you have any questions related to this change, please contact the POCT Office (984-974-1416) or Dr. Korpi-
Steiner (984-974-1498).
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