
 
 
 

Memorandum – Core #235 
 

 
To:  UNC Medical Center Physicians, Faculty Practice Physicians, Housestaff, 
  Clinical Nurse Coordinators, Department Heads and Supervisors 
 

From:  Steven Cotten PhD; Director of Automated Chemistry, McLendon Clinical 
        Laboratories 
  Herbert C. Whinna MD, PhD; Director of McLendon Clinical Laboratories 

 
Date:   August 6, 2026 
 

Subject:  New Anti-TPO Antibody Reagent Formulation 
 
 
 

Effective 8/7/2026 the UNC Health Medical Center will switch to an updated reagent 

formulation for measurement of anti-thyroid peroxidase (TPO) antibody. This new formulation 
is reported in different units and has different reference ranges.  Numeric results with the new 
reagent are approximately 3X lower than the current assay.  Results are not interconvertible.  

Consider rebaselining patients who are being serially monitored.  Internal laboratory 
verification of the new reagent formulation demonstrated 100% agreement for samples 
negative for TPO antibody on the current formulation.  See the table below for updated 

information regarding changes in assay units, reference range, and calibration traceability.  
 
 

Test Attribute Current New 

Units U/mL IU/mL 

Reference Range <60 <10.4 

Calibration Traceability MRC 66/387 NIBSC 66/387 

 
 
 

For questions please contact: 
Director of Automated Chemistry and Critical Care Testing 
Steven.Cotten@unchealth.unc.edu 
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