
Materials: BD Universal Viral Transport- contains one 
“flocked” swab and red-cap tube containing
3mls of Universal Transport Media

Available from Central Distribution
Lawson # 050750

Collect specimens within the first 24-72 hours of onset of symptoms and no later than 5 days 
after onset of symptoms.
1. Have the patient blow his/her nose to remove excess mucous and tilt their head back.
2. Insert swab into one nostril all the way to the nasopharynx (resistance will be felt).
3. Rotate swab over surface of posterior nasopharynx for 10-15 seconds.
4. Withdraw swab from collection site; insert into transport tube and break swab at the score mark.
5. After collection, immediately transport specimen to the laboratory for  testing. If

transport to the laboratory is delayed, place specimen on ice or refrigerate.
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